A new scientific society of geneticists and plant and animal breeders has been organised in the U.S.S.R. by a congress which met in Moscow on 3oth and 31St May xg66.
Genetics and scientific breeding experienced a distressing situation in the U.S.S.R. during the period 1948-64. Under Lysenkoist domination classical genetics based on Mendel and Morgan was rejected, and scientific methods of plant and animal breeding such as inbreeding and the utilisation of interlinear hybrids were prevented. Instead of scientific biology there were spread all sorts of nonsense like the heritability of phenotypic variation and breeding by means of the "training" of young plants and animals, or the grafting (" vegetative hybridisation ") of an artificial allogamy in autogamous species.
Lysenkoism was one of the causes of a reduction of productivity in the agriculture of the U.S.S.R. Its methods of dictatorship in science and the persecution of all differently minded scientists were condemned by the 23rd congress of the U.S.S.R. Communist party. The new genetic association is called upon to correct the mistakes of the past and to raise genetics and plant and animal breeding in the U.S.S.R. to the world scientific level. V. N.
Stoletov spoke about these tasks.
A series of review lectures was presented as follows:
i. Results and perspectives of Genetics development (Lobashev, Astaurov, Dubinin).
2. Modern problems of genetics and the breeding of micro-organisms (Alikhanya). 3. Genetics and plant breeding (Zhukovsky). 4. The state and the prospects of maize breeding (Khadzhinov, Galleev). 5. Methods of breeding of high-yielding and high-quality varieties of the spring wheat (Mamontova).
6. Present problems of genetics and the breeding of animals (Belyaev). Translation into English of GENETIKA (U.S.S.R.) has been arranged on a continuing basis, and is available to libraries and individuals. The subscription rate is one cent per page, and the estimated price per year is $30. Those interested in an annual subscription should submit $30 and an adjustment will be made to conform to the one cent per page rate when the volume is completed. The first three numbers are available now and can be purchased individually for $6.oo each for hard cover copies or $1.5o each for microfiche. They can be ordered from 
Problems of distant hybridisation in plants (Tsitsin

